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Bernhard Sinn aka Seine
The UK’s Earliest Draisine Rider

By Hans-Erhard Lessing, Koblenz, Germany

homas Stephens Davies
(1795-1851), noted math-
ematician at the Royal
Military Academy in
Woolwich, En-

Subsequently, The Bath Chronicle
(TBC) was searched online and reports
were found that shed more light on the
case. Henry Seine (1775-1832), born in

as a piano teacher of gitls to avoid any
association with “sin”?

A final proof was found in the Mann-
heim city archive (now Marchivum)
among estate files for Bernhard Sinn: A
letter from a befriended copper engraver
named Peter Sintzenich residing at Tun-
bridge Wells (Kent, England), also ex.
Mannheim, authorising Bernhard Sinn to
receive a donation of 801 guilders from
Sintzenich’s patrimony at Mannheim.
This is dated 1 November 1816 and ini-
tially directed to him at London, but sent
on to 7 Landsdown(!) Road, Bath in En-
gland, which was the address of

gland, gave a lec-
ture “On the Velocipede” in May
1837, the manuscript of which is
kept at the Library of Trinity Col-
lege, Cambridge. Looking back to
the hey-day of the hobby-horse, he
mentions a draisine rider at Bath
where Davies had been a math
teacher: [Figure 1]

“Soon after the publication of
this [Drais’s] pamphlet [Figures
2a and 2b], a German gentle-
man, with whom I was acquaint-
ed, named Mr. Bernhard Seine, a
native of the city of Mannheim,
came to England, about twenty
years ago, bringing with him
the pamphlet, and he frequently
rode about the streets of the city
of Bath upon a velocipede made
after the construction of the
original invention. Mr. Seine did
not hesitate to run on his veloci-
pede at a violent rate down some
of the steepest streets in that city

his brother Henry Seine. [Figure
3] Apparently Bernhard Sinn had
traveled to the UK in 1816, but
returned to Mannheim to collect
the money, and then returned to
Bath at the end of 1817. It seems
that when reporting on Bernhard
Sinn the local newspaper, The
Gazette TBC, attributed to him
the adopted family name of his
resident brother Henry Seine,
thus we have Bernhard Seine
named in this report as being
from Mannheim.

Johann Bernhard Sinn aka
Seine (1778-1830) turns out to be
a “Partikulier”, meaning a man
of private means, who owned a
house at R1,18 in Mannheim. But
when did he arrive at Bath and
ride the draisine there? Drais’s
pamphlet appeared on November
14, 1817, so perhaps he visited
his brother for Christmas 1817.
Alas, the incomplete arrival lists

over the pitching of the road, but
I never heard of his meeting with
any accident [...]. Every person

of a mechanical turn was pleased with
the ingenuity of the idea and surprised
that it had never occurred to himself to
invent such a contrivance.”

Who was Bernhard Seine?

When writing my Drais biography,?
I tried to shed some light on this early
draisinist in the UK - but to no avail.
The register of Mannheim’s residents
has survived bombing in World War II,
but doesn’t show any Seine. The white
pages of Germany showed some farmers
named Seine near Hannover, but these
people had done no family genealogy
and they didn’t remember any ancestor
living at Mannheim.

Figure 1. Mathematician Thomas Stephen Davies (1794-1851)
lectured in 1837 (ref. 1).

Mannheim, but when an adult he lived
in Bath, England, at 7 Lansdown Road
where he worked as a musician and mu-
sic teacher, and he gave concerts, e.g. for
the benefit of astronomer Herschel after
an accident. The search for Bernhard
Seine finally produced a death notice in
TBC of April 15, 1830:

“At Mannheim, Mr. John Bernhard
Seine, brother to Mr. Seine, of this city.”

This helped, since a Johann Bernhard
Sinn was reported dead in Mannheim
two weeks earlier, with a brother abroad!
This should be our man. Of the two
names used in these reports, we can only
speculate: Did brother Heinrich Sinn
change his name to Henry Seine at Bath
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of TBC do not have Bernhard
Seine’s name in them so we
must speculate. It is possible that
he ordered the building of the draisine
in January 1818. Then, it would have
been finished after drying of the paint in
February 1818, after which it would have
got up to its tricks in Bath. This account
appears to be sensible (at least until con-
flicting evidence comes up). A summary
of this supposition:

Johann Bernhard Sinn (aka Seine) was
the UK’s earliest (first) draisine rider:
This ride took place at Bath in February
1818 when Sinn was 40 years old.

Later years

TBC reports on April 15, 1819, with-
out even hinting about Seine’s involve-
ment:
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DIE

LAUFMASCHINE

DES

FREIHERRN KARL VON DRAIS.

EIGENSCHAFTEN

1) Berg auf geht die Maschine, anf guten Landstrafzen, so schnell,
als ein Mensch in starkem Schritt.

2.} Acf der Ebene, selbst sogleich nach cinem starken Gewilterregen;
wie die Staffetten der Posten, in einer Stunde 2.

3) Auf der Ebene, bei trockenen Fulswegen, wie ein Plerd im Galopp,
in einer Stunde gegen 4.

4} Berg ab, schueller als ein Pferd in Carridre.

Beispiele davon in der Carliruber Zeitung No. 211, in der Allgemeinen No. gof.

und in vielen sedern Blisern.

In theoretischer Hinsicht liegt der bekannte Mechanismus des Rades, suf
die einfachite Art fiir das Laufen sngewand:, eum Grunde. Die ErGndung
it dabier, in Hinsicht suf die Enparang der Ksalt, [ gace mil der sehr
alien der Mnlldﬂ: Wigen #a vergleichen. So gul ein Flerd anf den
Landstrafeen im Durchechnin die, suf riven verhilinifimiGizen wohl gearbei-
teten Wagen Elladrne Last, viel leichter samumt dem Wagen zieht, als ohne
ibn die Ladung auf dem Ribcken irigt; so gut schiebt ein Mensch sein eignes
Gewicht viel leichter auf meiner Maschize. (mit diian gedrehien Achsen
und Biichsen) fort, als er es selbat trige. — Dieses it um so mebr der Fall,
als man mit dem ciozigen Geleis sich st immer die besten Sirecken der Land.
strafien beraussuchen kann.

Diie Sehnellikest der Magchine gleiche suf ebenen festen Wegen ol ganz
der des Schiittechublsnfens . indem die Grundgesetze fiberein kommen. So
schaell man nimlich im Stande ist, dem Fuli cinen Angenblick hinzus sa
stolsen, so schoell geb: o8 wibrend dem Ausruben fort; Berg sb aber werden
dia besten Plerde anf langen Strecken fbertroffen — und doch mit grofserer
Sichorbeit gegen Unglicksfalle, da man, nebst einer kleinea Schleifsperre,
die man wihrend des Laufes mit einem Fiager gradationsweise dirigiren kann,

anch mit den Filsen zum Anhalten bestindiz bereit ist

Figure 2a & 2b. Cover and plate of Karl Von Drais’s 1817 pamphlet (ref. 2).

The new hobby-horse machines have
been nick-named dandy-chargers.

This was during the heyday of John-
son’s hobby-horses on which Davies
reported later-on:

I am acquainted with individuals who
went with their velocipedes from twenty
to thirty miles a day on excursions into
the country, and many young men were
in their habit of riding sixty miles or
more in the course of a week. It’s easy
to see how beneficial this exercise must
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Figure 3. The proof: An important 1816 letter
to Bernhard Sinn at London, redirected to
his brother’s address at Bath (image from the
Marchivum in Mannheim, Germany).

have been to the health of the riders,
who were generally inhabitants of cities
and often occupied during the day in
sedentary pursuits connected with their
business.

As late as 1822, TBC had a syndicated
report on a race in August 29:

At the Hereford Races on Thursday, a
race between three velocipedes, com-
monly called hobby-horses, created much
mirth. They were ridden by three men,
dressed in scarlet, yellow, and white
Jjackets. When, after a display of much
skill, and every exertion being used, the
white won, the scarlet and yellow being
both upset, and the riders each received
a hearty thump, to the great diversion of
all spectators.

Karl Drais at Bath in 1832

From extant notes on a paper sheet
embossed with “Crown, Bath”, we know
that Karl Drais, then still a baron, came
through Bath during his England journey
in 1832. Presumably he visited musician
Henry Seine at that time.

Drais left Mannheim according to
the register on February 16 and came
back through nearby Mainz on Novem-
ber 16. On the undated sheet, some-
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body has written an English translation
on top of the German text from Drais’s
pamphlet to teach some English to
Drais. Possibly Drais arrived in the UK
at Bristol and then travelled via Bath
to London, where he is published in
Mechanics’ Magazine in June. Musi-
cian Henry Seine died on November

6, 1832, at Bath, sometime after Drais
had already left the UK and two years
after Partikulier Bernhard Sinn’s death
at Mannheim. @
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