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EDITOR’S NOTE

The 17th International Cycle History Conference
was held at York University in Toronto, Canada on
6 and 7 July, 2006. Twenty-four papers were
presented, and about forty enthusiasts were in
attendance.

The registration fee was $65, which covered
the cost of beverages during the day, a buffet meal
on the first night, and a dinner on the final night at

the Halfway House—a 19th-century cyclists’
haunt—relocated in the 1960s to the nearby Black
Creek Pioneer Village.

The Conference made a surplus of $550, which
was paid to Van der Plas Publications and put
toward the cost of publishing this volume.

Glen Norcliffe



PuUBLISHER’S NOTE
The publisher gratefully acknowledges the help of

O Glen Norcliffe, for organizing the Conference,
for collecting and editing the paper, and for
even running a surplus that was used to offset
some of the costs of producing this volume;

0O Frank Berto, for preparing the index;

0 Andrew Ritchie, for proofreading the final page-
proofs—a job that turned out to require far
more actual copy-editing than anticipated.

Unfortunately, this also has to be my farewell
message: After 12 years of publishing the ICHC
Proceedings, and absorbing much of their
production cost, I find myself in a position where I
can no longer afford to continue.

I am grateful for the support from the CT&CT
in paying the printing bill for the previous year’s
Proceedings. However, their support turned out to

be a (much appreciated) one-time shot in the arm,
instead of the continuous support that is needed.

This year, I was once again confronted with the
same problem as had occurred in Vienna and
Davis, i.e. the cost of the Proceedings not being
included in the registration fee (though I gratefully
acknowledge receipt of the organizer’s surplus).

To cap it all, I just learned that the organizers
of the upcoming 18th Conference, in Tampere,
Finland, also failed to include the cost of the
Proceedings in their (uncharacteristically high)
registration fee.

For me, and for the people who have helped
and supported this venture in the past, it’s a sad
farewell. I have enjoyed the always interesting,
(though often frustrating and always time-
intensive) job, but really, enough is enough.

Rob van der Plas
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INTRODUCTION: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE ICHC

PRESENTED AT THE CONFERENCE OPENING SESSION BY NICK CLAYTON

Back in 1980, when I bumped into the veteran-cy-
cle movement in England, it was already quite
mature. The National Association of Veteran Cycle
Clubs had been started in 1956 to attempt to coor-
dinate the activities of the several local old bicycle
clubs around the country. The Southern Veteran-
Cycle Club began the previous year with a slightly
more serious agenda. Being the only club with a
regular club magazine, The Boneshaker, it was keen
to encourage the proposed union and at the same
time swell its own ranks. The Benson Veteran Cy-
cle Club, founded by Ned Passey, always hosted the
biggest annual rally and it was, and still is ¢he place
to see, and possibly even to ride, the more exotic
old machines.

But as we here all know, and as next week will
confirm, veteran cycling is not just about Riding,
Collecting and Restoring. The Wheelmen mast-
head tells us that it also includes Research and
History. For the Benson Rally one might even add
Drinking for it seemed back then that all too fre-
quently, when one managed at one of the stops to
get chatting to an acknowledged marque expert,
the bugle would be sounded and we were off to
the next pub. Research into the ordinary bicycle,
which was my interest, therefore involved visiting
collectors all over the UK and it was just taking
too much time.

The riding aspect was certainly well catered for.
John Pinkerton tirelessly organised extended cycle
tours on the ordinary bicycle. These could be magi-
cal experiences and in England today we sadly miss
his replacement in this activity. But history was not
his first calling and when I proposed a day of semi-
nars and discussion groups as part of his 1990
KM150 International Rally, he turned me down.
Instead, a two-day Conference was organised under
the welcoming umbrella of the Glasgow Transport
Museum. For a first effort it was well supported
and the participation of some important names in
the European veteran-cycle world ensured that it
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would not be a one-off, that it would be repeated at
least for the next two years.

[ should put in a word of thanks here to An-
drew Millward who independently and without
being asked organised and published the Proceed-
ings of this first Conference. Once the camaraderie
of each Conference is forgotten, and there have
been many firm friendships formed between like
minds at these Conferences, the Proceedings are the
most enduring legacy of our discussions. The Con-
ference has not only provided the forum for
widening the interests of those already drawn to
cycle history but it has, I believe, resulted in serious
and useful research being undertaken which, with-
out the discipline imposed by a Conference
deadline, might never have been tackled. Inciden-
tally, Andrew and the CT&CT came to the rescue
again last year at Davis, stepping in to provide fi-
nance for the publication of the sixteenth volume.

In the same spirit, we now have our own web site,
cycle-history.org, voluntarily and tirelessly hosted by
Renate Franz. This is now up and running and it
could well provide the antidote to the countless mis-
informed cycle-history sites on the web, multiplying
the myths and make believe of an earlier age. I have
brought along a representative selection of these fan-
tasies if anyone is unfamiliar with them.

The organisation of the Conference, or more
accurately the disorganisation, has been uniquely
blessed. With no permanent funding, no bank ac-
count, no officers and best of all no Committee, a
chain of enthusiasts has hosted Conferences around
the world in every year since then. We have en-
joyed some important revisionist history, we have
widened the subject from its Anglo-centric begin-
nings, and above all we have made new friends and
had a lot of fun. At this point we are in the enviable
position of having firm proposals for Conferences
for the next three years in interesting and diverse
locations. It seems that the Conference, like the
bicycle, is set to run and run.



