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FOREWORD

The Cycle Touring & Countryside Trust (CT&CT) is pleased to sponsor the publication of these Proceed-
ings. The International Cycle History Conference (ICHC) held in Davis, California, was the sixteenth to
be held, and demonstrated the growth of interest in research into cycling and its history. The ICHC repre-
sents an important part of the cycling world and a link between the enthusiast and academia seldom found
elsewhere. When problems arose concerning the production of its Proceedings, the trustees of the CT&CT
felt strongly that they should act to secure their future publication.

The CT&CT is a charity which was formed in 1976 by the Cyclists’ Touring Club (CTC) for the bene-
fit of cyclists. Its objectives are quite broad, but the the heritage-related areas and the cultural contribution
made by cycling has been the central focus of the Trust’s work in recent years.

The National Cycle Archive (NCA), established in 1990, is one of the major achievements of the
Trust. This is housed at Warwick University and contains the historical records of the leading cycling or-
ganisations in the United Kingdom, such as the CTC and British Cycling, along with collections of papers
and ephemeral material. It has its own Friends network and produces Cycling Heritage, which gives an
overview of each year’s activities. Subscribers receive an Annual providing more detailed information
about the Trust. To find out more contact http://nationalcyclearchive.co.uk.

Other historical work undertaken by the Trust has been the re-printing of some of the rarer books
from the early days of cycling in the 1860s and 1870s, along with Ted Williams’ Bibliography of Cycling
Books, which is a valuable work of reference for cycling historians.

It is also a little-known fact that the CT&CT underwrote the publication of the first set of Proceedings,
for the Glasgow Conference in 1990. Rob van der Plas’ offer to take on the production of future Proceed-
ings in 1994, after he had published the Boston Conference Proceedings, was supported by the Trust. Since
then, in Rob’s hands, the Proceedings have been produced to a high standard, which the trustees of the
CT&CT intend to secure into the future.

Dr. Andrew Millward
Secretary CT&CT (UK Registered Charity No 272792)



EDITOR’S PREFACE

The Davis Conference was a smoothly flowing event for which our hosts, David Takemoto-Weerts and
Tim Bustos are to be thanked and congratulated. They work closely together on all aspects of cycling is-
sues in the city of Davis, and the Conference was a splendid example of their cooperation and co-
ordination. The final banquet was held in a downtown restaurant, and was, contrary to some past ban-
quets, a somewhat staid and respectable affair, graced by the presence of the Mayoress of Davis.

Brief mention should be made here of Davis’ status as the premier cycling city in the United States in
terms of per capita bicycle usage and bicycle facilities —a practical symbol of what can be achieved when
civic institutions devote themselves to the practical potential of the bicycle. David Takemoto-Weerts’ arti-
cle describing the progress made in Davis is included here in recognition of the city’s contribution. Many
of the delegates were taken on a guided tour of the extensive bikeway facilities in the city and on the Uni-
versity campus, where it was vividly demonstrated how dedicated bicycle paths can be integrated into the
structure of a small city. On the campus, the dedicated bicycle roundabouts were the object of special and
fascinated attention.

The papers printed here constitute the usual eclectic mixture of cycling history topics which character-
ize our Conferences. Once again, lain Boal provides a provocative global historical perspective. Three
papers (Takemoto, Botkin, and Sommer) deal with Californian issues appropriate to the Davis location of
the Conference. Four papers (Zheutlin, Sanderson, Fox, and Weiss) tackle varied aspects of long-distance
bicycle touring. Wilcher takes on a subject almost ignored in the critical literature of cycling, the American
competitive cycling boom of the 1970s. Clayton returns to the more traditional ‘meat’ of cycling history,
the early days of the velocipede. Perhaps most challenging from an academic standpoint are the four pa-
pers (Rubenson, Epperson, Burr, and Petty) which tackle wider sociological and transportation issues,
Burr’s especially timely for the questions he raises about the similarities and contrasts between American
and French issues in the 1890-1910 period. These are serious and meaty topics, and papers, to which [ am
sure scholars will be returning in the future.

Conference attendees were privileged to have the opportunity while in Davis to inspect the machines
which constitute the Miller Collection, which now belongs to the University, and we have included some
historical background to this collection, and photographs of some of the machines, in the Appendix.

For me, the Thursday evening “Pioneers of the Mountain Bike” meeting was the most risky and mem-
orable part of the three-day Conference. The idea was to bring the leading personalities involved in the
early days of the mountain bike together in one room and let them give us their individual perspectives on
these historical developments, which changed the face of bicycle evolution from the 1970s on. Could we
bring away from the encounter any lessons which might help us understand the process by which individ-
ual creators and companies collaborate or compete, agree or disagree about the past? Invitations were sent
out to Joe Breeze, Gary Fisher, Charlie Kelly, Tom Ritchey, Alan Bonds, Otis Guy, John Finley Scott, and
on the evening of Thursday, 8th September, there they all were, joined by early woman’s mountain bike
racer Jacquie Phelan, on stage at the Cantina del Cabo, with Paula Mara and lain Boal as moderators. A ri-
otous evening ensued! My intention had been to record the event on film and to transcribe the talks for
the Proceedings. However, although the film exists, with a sound-track, I was unable to get a copy of it
from the maker. We will have to wait until some future time to see it.

Andrew Ritchie

For the Publisher’s Remarks, please see page 206 at the end of this volume.
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