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Editors’ Introduction

The 9th International Conference of Cycling History took place in August 1998 in Ottawa,

Canada’s national capital. This was the first time the conference had been held in Canada,

making Canada the sixth country to host the conference. The preceding series of eight

conferences were held as follows: Glasgow, U.K. (1990); Saint-Etienne, France (1991);
Neckarsulm, Germany (1992); Boston, U.S.A. (1993); Cambridge, U.K. (1994); Stellenbosch,
South Africa (1995); Buffalo, U.S.A. (1996); and Glasgow, again, in 1997.

The 1998 meeting took place in Canada’s National
Museum of Science and Technology, with local ar-
rangements under the able direction of David
Monaghan, Curator of Land Transportation. The Na-
tional Museum has an impressive collection of
bicycles, tricycles and cycling ephemera, a major com-
ponent of which is the Lorne Shields Collection,
donated by Lorne Shields, a leading Canadian collec-
tor. Conference participants took an entire afternoon
off from the paper sessions to tour the Museum’s re-
serve collection, and see bicycles under restoration in
the Museum’s extensive workshops.

The conference was organized in five theme ses-
sions. The first consisted of papers on Cycling in
Canada, thus allowing the Canadian hosts to intro-
duce conference participants to aspects of cycling on
their home turf. The second session focused on Early
Cycling. In the third session, interest turned to Design
and Accessories. Papers in the fourth session addressed
the topic of Bicycle Makers.

The fifth and final session, held on the last after-
noon, was devoted to the issue of Bicycle Restoration.
This session began with a paper by Gert-Jan Moed on
his recent restoration of a Humber Safety, and was
followed by remarks from four panelists: Gordon
Perrault (Conservator at the Museum), Nicholas
Oddy, Mike Kone, and Gert-Jan Moed. They

addressed the issue of restoration versus conservation,
and the specifics of two early (and bad) bicycle resto-
rations that the Museum had put on display
specifically for this session (an Eagle and a Star).

During the summer of 1998 one of the National
Museum’s special exhibits was devoted to bicycling
and entitled “The Wheel Story.” An impressive selec-
tion of the Museum’s bicycles was there on display,
together with a number of interesting Canadian ma-
chines loaned by Canadian collectors. Conference
participants were able to browse this large exhibit
during coffee breaks. Participants also had access to
the Museum’s research library which has a large col-
lection of early bicycle material, much of it donated
by Lorne Shields.

The conference ended with a banquet in an 1827
restored stone building, at which participants were
able to relax and reflect on the work of the previous
three days. The following morning a number of en-
thusiasts rented bicycles and went on a bicycle tour of
Ottawa’s extensive cycle paths.

The 1999 Conference, the tenth in the series, will
take place in the Netherlands, and Gert-Jan Moed has
volunteered to direct the conference.

Glen Norcliffe
Rob van der Plas



