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Editor’s Preface

The International Cycle History Conference has come of age. The 5th such conference, held 2—4
September 1994 at Emanuel College in Cambridge, of which this volume presents the proceedings,

was not only a truly international event; it was exceptionally well attended and presented a wide

range of topics. It also demonstrated that history is not dead: several of the contributions dealt with

what could be described as history in the making—new technologies and developments that are

logical outcomes of preceding historical developments in the past.

The Conference was ably organized by David Patton
with the assistance of a dedicated group of people in
Cambridge. In addition, much of the support had
been provided by the University’s Department of
Geography and by Emanuel College, where the
conference was held and where the participants were
housed.

At the concluding plenary session, it became
clear that the participants wanted to see these
conferences continued on a regular—and preferably
annual—basis. In this vein, it was agreed to choose
the venues for the next two conferences: South Africa
in 1995, and the Netherlands in 1996.

After the volume covering the 1993 conference
in Boston, this is the second volume of Proceedings
to be published by Bicycle Books, and I would like to
express my appreciation for the faith placed in our
efforts to provide the best and most accessible
Proceedings in book form.

In a volume as diverse as this one, the form and
sequence of presentations can be a big factor in
determining its usefulness and readability. I have
followed essentially the format established for the
1993 conference Proceedings. As for the sequence, I
have tried to group the individual contributions into
categories of related subjects as much as possible.

Unlike its predecessors, this conference was not
planned to have a specific focal theme. When
compiling and editing the materials, however, it

became apparent that at least two important aspects
had emerged in several papers. These were firstly the
fact that history is a continuum and is still being made
today, and secondly the early emergence of
commercialism and advertising. The latter theme
provided the inspiration for the dustjacket design and
the frontispiece illustration selection for this volume.

Notes on the Dustjacket and
Frontispiece lllustration

The illustrations on the front and the flaps of the
dustjacket depict the early technique used to produce
line illustrations for use in catalogues, when the line
engravings were copied—probably traced—from
photographs. This group of illustrations shows an
interesting modified “boneshaker” design with a
pivoted frame.

The main illustration is based on the same
photograph that is used for the frontispiece. It depicts
an unidentified man (it has been suggested that he
may be the early English champion James Moore),
with a Phantom bicycle. The photo was taken in a
studio (probably the original photo was a carte de
visite), against a rural backdrop. The line engraving is
from the Phantom catalogue, and shows how early
bicycle manufacturers were able to make use of
photography in their advertising from the earliest
time of the industry.



